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Amendm ents to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in this 

application: 



^^?^1P"g of Claims! 

1. (Currently Amended) A drag-inducing kickboard apparatus 
comprising; 

a buoyant kickboard having a front end tapered in 

i^irit^h and a generally flattened upper ga^yf^c^ for 
receiving and supporting t he arms or uOP^r body of .a 
Hwimmer in a prone p n.gitiion, the upper sui;fa>CQ free froiQ 
ii pw^rri proient-ions t -hat would interfere with a swimmer 
^laGina hi ^ or her upper b ody on the upper suirfftQ^; and 

a funnel member disposed below an undersurface of 
the kickboard located opposite thp upper suyface, the 
funnel member defining, either itself or in combination 
with the undersurface of the kickboard, a channel having 
one or more front openings for allowing water into the 
channel and one or more rear openings for allowing water 
to escape from the channel, wherein the one oi; jmQPQ front 
opanS nqs ar^^ located closer to the tapered front end than 
t:he one or more rear openings and wherein the one or more 
front openings have a total cross-sectional area that is 
greater than a total cross-sectional area of the one or 
more rear openings . 

2. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the funnel member comprises at least one inner 
surface that is spaced apart from the undersurface of the 
kickboard to define the channel between the at least one 
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inner surface of the funnel 
of the kickboard. 
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member and the undersurface 



3. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the funnel member is sufficiently rigid to 
maintain a shape of the channel when the funnel member is 
wet and there is no flow of water through the channel . 

4. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 3 
wherein the funnel member is sufficiently rigid to 
maintain the shape of the channel when there is a flow of 
water through the channel r the flow of water created by a 
hxaman swimmer. 

5. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the funnel meit±»er and the kickboard are 
integrally formed. 

6. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the funnel member is formed separately from the 
kickboard and the funnel member is coupled to the 
kickboard - 

7. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 6 
wherein each transverse side of the funnel member 
comprises one or more flanges which extend along the 
undersurface of the kickboard. 

8. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 7 
wherein the funnel member is coupled to the kickboard by 
one or more fasteners which project through the flanges 
and into the kickboard. 
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9. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 7 
wherein the funnel member is coupled to the undersurface 
of the kickboard by adhesive applied between the one or 
more flanges and the undersurface of the kickboard. 

10. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim € 
wherein the funnel member is welded to the undersurface 
of the kickboard - 

11. (Currently Amended) A kicktocjcii.d apparatua Qt^cording to 
claim 1 comprialng a plurality uf ^unnciiil members A dg^q- 
inducina kickboard apparatus comprising: 

a buoyant kickboard; and_ 

a ple ural it V of funnel memb ers, each funnel xuerriber 
disposed below an undersur face of the kickboard, the 
funnel member defining, either jtself OX XU combination 
with the undersurface of fche kick board, a channel having 
one or more front openings for allowing water into the 
channel and one or more T-p>ar openings for allowing water 
t ;o eacape from tii^ channel, whe rein the one or more front 
openings have a total cros a-sectlonal area that 
grg^ater than a total cross-secticnal area of the one or 
more rear openings and each funnel member comprising at 
least one corresponding inner surface that is spaced 
apart from the undersurface to define a corresponding 
channel between the at least one corresponding inner 
surface of the funnel member and the undersurface of the 
kickboard, wherein each funnel member is shaped to 
provide its corresponding channel with one or more front 
openings for allowing water into the corresponding 
channel and one or more rear openings for allowing water 
to escape from the corresponding channel and wherein, for 
each funnel member, the one or more front openings have a 
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total cross-sectional area that is greater than a total 
cross-sectional area of the one or more rear openings. 

12. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
comprising a plurality of funnel members, each funnel 
member defining, either itself or in combination with the 
undersurface of the kickboard, a corresponding channel 
having one or more front openings for allowing water into 
the corresponding channel and one or more rear openings 
for allowing water to escape from the corresponding 
channel and wherein, for each funnel member, the one or 
more front openings have a total cross-sectional area 
that is greater than a total cross-sectional area of the 
one or more rear openings. 

13. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 2 
wherein the at least one inner surface has a curved 
cross-sectional profile. 

14. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the channel has a generally rectangular cross- 
sectional profile - 

15- (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the channel has a generally triangular cross- 
sectional profile. 

16. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the funnel member comprises a rear surface 
located rearward of the one or more front openings and 
the one or more rear openings penetrate the rear surface - 
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17. (Currently Amended) A kickboard app e ijratus accordiiig to 

claim 16 A draa-inducina kickbo ard apparatus compraslnQ : 
a buoyant kickboard; and 

a funnel member disposed below an und^xaugf^ge of 
the kickboard, the funnel m ember defining, eith^?; A^tg^Jrf 
or in combination with the undersurfa ce of the kickboard, 
a channel having one or more fron t openings for allowing 
water into the channel and one o r more rear QpenlnQ^ for 
allowing water to escape from the channel, wherein th^ 
one or more front o penings have a total cross-sectional 
area that is greater than a total cross-sectional area of 
1 ;he one or more rear openings; 

wherein the funnel member compris es a rear sur£a,ce 
jlocated rearward of the o ne or more front openings and 
the one or more rear openings penetrate the rear surface 
and wherein the cross-sectional area of the channel is 
substantially constant between the one or more front 
openings and the rear surface. 

18- (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the funnel member comprises a front surface and 
the one or more front openings penetrate the front 
surface. 

19- (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the undersurface of the kickboard is 
substantially flat . 

20. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the undersurface of the kickboard has a curved 
profile. 
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21. (Original) A kickbpard apparatus according to claim 1 

wherein the cross-sectional area of the channel decreases 

monotonically between the one or more front openings and 
the one or more rear openings . 

22- (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the funnel member is fabricated from one or more 
of: plastic, foam, rxibber and neoprene. 

23- (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the funnel member comprises a relatively flexible 
material and a plurality of relatively rigid braces which 
are coupled to the relatively flexible material. 

24. (Currently Amended) A kickboard apparatus ai^cording to 
claim A drag- inducing kickbo ard apparatus comprising: 

a buoyant kickboard; and 

a funnel member dispo sed below an undersurface of 
the kickboard, the funnel member defigigq, either its elf 
I or in combination with the undersurfac e of the kickboard^ 
a channel having o^p or more fr ont openings for allowjn.q 
water into the channel and one or more rear openings fg y 
allowing water to escape_,gprom the chann el > wherein the 
one or more front openinos have a tot al cross-sectional 
a-rea that is greater than a total cross-sectional area of 
t-he one or more rear openinaaj, 

wherein the funnel member comprises one or more 
inflatable cells which may be inflated with air. 

25. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the total cross-sectional area of the front 
openings is in a range of 3-45 square inches, 
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26. (Original) A kickboard apparatus according to claim 1 
wherein the total cross-sectional area of the rear 
openings is in a range of 1-20 square inches. 

27. (Currently Amended) A kit for providing a kickboard with 
increased drag^ the kit comprising a funnel member that 
is coupleable to a kickboard having a front end taoered 
in width an d a generally flattened upper aurfac^ for 
receiving and supporting the arms or upper bodv Qf a 
awimmer in a prone positi on, the upper surface free from 
upward projections that would int erfere with a swinimer 
placing his or her upper b odv on the upper surface, 
wherein^ when coupled to the kickboard, the funnel member 
defines, either itself or in combination with an 
undersurface of the kickboard, a channel located on an 
underside of the kickboard opposite the upper surface^ 
the channel having one or more front openings for 
allowing water into the channel and one or more rear 
openings for allowing water to escape from the channel, 
wherein the one or more front openin_g s are located closer 
to the tapered front end than the one or more rear 
openings and wherein the one or more front openings have 
a total cross-sectional area that is greater than a total 
cross-sectional area of the one or more rear openings. 

28- (Currently Amended) A method for increasing the drag 
provided by a kickboard/ the method comprising: 

providing a kickb oard having a front end taPered in 
width and a generally flattened upp^r surf^q^ fpr 
receiving and supporting the arms or upper body of a 
swimmer in a prone positi on, the upper surface free txom 
upward projections that would i nterfere with a swimmer 
placing his or her upper body on the upper surface; 
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providing a funnel member; 

coupling the funnel member to the kickboard in such 
a manner that the funnel member, either itself or in 
combination with an undersurface of the kickboard, 
defines a channel iQC^t^d QH lAP^i^^r^ide of the 
kickboard oppos ite the uipi^er surface > the channel having 
one or more front openings for allowing water into the 
channel and one or more rear openings for allowing water 
to escape from the channel; 

wherein the one or more front openings are located closer 
to the tapered front end than the one or more rear 
openings; and 

wherein the one or more front openings have a total 
cross-sectional area that is greater than a total cross- 
sectional area of the one or more rear openings . 

29. (Currently Amended) A kickboard apparatus comprising a 

buoyant kickboard having a front end tapered in width and 
a generally flattened upper surface for receiving and 
supporting the arms or upper body of a swimmer in a prone 
position, the upoer surface free f rom upward projections 
that would interfere with a swimmer placing his or her 
upper body on the upper surface and a means for 
increasing a drag provided by the kickboard when the 
kickboard is propelled through water < the means for 
increasing drag providing at least one channel located on 
an underside of the kickb oard opposite the upper surface. 
the channel having a forward facing inlet facing the 
tapered front end and at least one outlet located 
rearward of the inlet , the inlet having a cross-sectional 
area greater than that of the outlet - 
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